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Alan Schoenfeld is the Elizabeth and Edward Conner
Professor of Education and Affiliated Professor of
Mathematics at the University of California at
Berkeley. A Fellow of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science and the American
Educational Research Association (AERA), and a
Laureate of the education honor society Kappa Delta
Pi, Schoenfeld has served as President of AERA and
vice President of the U.S. National Academy of

[ 4/ Education. He holds the International Commission on
Mathematics Instruction’s Klein Medal, AERA's Distinguished Contributions to Research in
Education award, and the Mathematical Association of America’s Mary P. Dolciani award, given
to a pure or applied mathematician for distinguished contributions to the mathematical education
of K-16 students.

Schoenfeld’s main focus is on Teaching for Robust Understanding (TRU). His work provides a
theoretical characterization of classrooms from which student emerge as knowledgeable and
resourceful thinkers and problem solvers, and he is engaged in professional development efforts
to help teachers create such classrooms. The TRU project's ongoing work can be found at the
project web site, https://truframework.org.

Schoenfeld has written, edited, or co-edited twenty-two books and more than two hundred articles
on thinking and learning. He has an ongoing interest in the development of productive mechanisms
for systemic change and for deepening the connections between educational research and practice.
His first book, Mathematical Problem Solving, characterized what it means to think
mathematically and described a research-based undergraduate course in mathematical problem
solving. He has led projects on mathematics assessment, on diversity in mathematics education,
and lesson study. His most recent book, How We Think, provides detailed models of human
decision making in complex situations such as teaching. These research ideas provide the
underpinnings for his practical work with schools.
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